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Bringing It Home - 1/16

BY MATT WOOQD | bringing it home

The Bulls just found new ways to distract themselves this week, courtesy of
Joakim Noah. IOl be the first to say, Ol saw that coming.O People continue to
heap praise on the Blackhawks, but IOm starting to wonder how long it will
last, and Cubs fans have renewed reasons for playing the victim.

... Just when the Bulls are starting to play better, Joakim Noah decided to
step up and post for the spotlight by getting suspended for jawing with
assistant coach Ron Adams, or as the Denver Post says, OWhen last we saw
Joakim Noah, he was celebrating the second of back-to-back NCAA titles
with Florida. Now he is making noise as an NBA rookie for the Bulls. But it
sounds like cymbals to his teammates.O

... The frustrating part about Noah is that when heOs playing, heOs actually
making some strides under Jim Boylan. Drew Packham of Sports lllustrated
pegs him at #12 in his NBA rookie rankings, saying, OA new coach and a new
year brought out the best in rookie Joakim Noah. Facing the Bobcats the day
after New YearOs, Noah provided the spark coach Jim Boylan and his
teammates needed. In 18 minutes, Noah had 17 points, six rebounds and
four assists in helping Chicago beat Charlotte 109-97.0

... Of course, it wouldnOt have been a week for the Bulls without thinking
about our favorite Finnish baller. Mike Jones of the Washington Times says
Scottie Pippen deserves at least a look as the Bulls® coach. OHis jersey hangs
from the rafters at United Center, and he definitely would put people in the
seats. But more importantly, Pippen has the drive of a champion. The Bulls
already have a piece of the dynasty in Paxson, whose shrewd moves
transformed the post-Jordan Bulls from perennial losers into playoff
contenders in each of the last three seasons. Why not try adding another
piece?0O Of course Mike. The Bulls were chafing under Scott SkilesO no-
excuses, critical coaching style. Pippen ingratiated himself to the team by
calling Kirk Hinrich a midget, and questioning Ben GordonOs shot selection.
ThatOs a match made in heaven.

... Meanwhile, though they are struggling, the Blackhawks love fest continues,
this week from some former greats. After last SaturdayOs game at the UC,
Chris Chelios talked to Lynn Zinser of the New York Times about the packed
stands. OltOs the way it should be,O he said. OltOs hopefully a sign of things to
come for Chicago. TheyOve got some great young players who show some
promise. | think the fans know that. TheyOve been through a lot for the past
10, 12 years.O Then Bobby Hull told the Canadian Press, OEthese kids
deserve to be playing in front of the 20,000 people that we used to play in
front of. They were standing six deep when we were in there. ThatOs when
the players know that theyOre wanted, when theyOre playing to an SRO
(standing room only) building. These kids deserve that.O Sooner or later
though, one wonders how long this goodwill will last; despite the warm
fuzzies, the HawksO recent eight-game skid landed them in last place in the
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Notre Dame pome Luck

Has Charlie Weis been lucky to escape
morenational criticism? Locally, itOs
brewing.FULL STORY

White Sox |It's a Grind

Even with Darin Erstad long gone, the Sox
are supposed to be full of grinders. But
they need help. So look the partE

FULL STORY

Giants v. PackersNew History
It doesnOt involve the Bears, but the NFC
final has a historic feeEULL STORY

Hall of Fame Re-Writing the Rules
Writers hate the homer fetish, until itOs time
to vote. How else to explain poor Tim Raines’
FULL STORY

The Wire |[Not For Sport

People might assume sports would have
a bigger backdrop in HBOOs The Wire;
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thatOs not the case.
... Lots of people were talking about Candace Parker after she made her FULL STORY
return to Chicago. Joseph Person of The State (Columbia, SC), is waxing.
OParker will bring more to the WNBA than a soft shooting touch and good
leaping ability. Named one of People magazineOs 100 most beautiful people
last spring, Parker is engaged to Atlanta Hawks forward Shelden Williams
and could bring crossover appeal to a league struggling to fill arenas.O Alas,
Person reinforces why the WNBA will always struggle for legitimacy; no
matter the league-wide talent, no matter the amazing skill of a player like
Parker, what matters most is that its players are pretty. Thank goodness no
one held Sam Cassell to this standard for the NBA.

MORE FROM THIS ISSUE

... Goose Gossage made the Hall of Fame, Jim Rice, Tim Raines, and to the
ire of Cubs fans, Andre Dawson did not. Sean Deveny of the Sporting News
says, OAIl four deserve Hall entry. But all four are greatly underappreciated
because of the Steroid Era that came immediately after their careers were
over. They were impressive players during their time on the field, but the
problem is, by the time they came up for the Hall of Fame, baseball numbers
everywhere were swellingNthanks in large part to steroids.O He may have a
point, but if the backlash against the steroid eraOs worst transgressors
continues, as the cold shoulder given by voters to Mark McGwire once again
shows, Dawson could get in just yet. Not that heOs losing too much sleep over
it. Olt has lost its lustre,O he told the Canadian Press and various others.

... The HawkOs shutout from the Hall this year may be what Cubs fans need to
develop thicker skin this season, because theyOll have to get used to hearing
a lot of this: OThe coming season will be special for the Cubs because it will
be their 100th without a World Series championship. No team in any sport

has played 100 years without winning a title,O write Murray Chass of New
York Times. Perhaps some sort of drinking game is in order? Every time a
writer or broadcaster mentions the 100-year drought, chug it. YouOll be loaded
by the 2nd inning, just in time to giggle at Kosuke Fukudome®s name.
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